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A Brief History of British Butterflies

Peter Eeles

Every now and again I re-read a favourite butterfly book, the most recent being E.B. Ford's classic Butterflies, first published in 1945 as
part of Collins' New Naturalist series. The first chapter of Butterflies is dedicated to "The History of British Butterfly Collecting" and traces
the first mention of various species found in the British Isles. This is an incredible piece of work and an absolute credit to one of my

greatest influences.

Much has been learned since Butterflies was first published and more-recent works have brought new discoveries to light. The most notable
of these works are The Butterflies of Great Britain and Ireland, edited by A. Maitland Emmet and John Heath (1990), The Aurelian Legacy -
British Butterflies and their Collectors, by Michael A. Salmon (2000) and British Butterflies - A History in Books, by David Dunbar (2010).
The purpose of this article is to bring together, in chronological order, the information that can be gleaned from these publications. The
Aurelian Legacy, in particular, is a rich hunting ground for anyone interested in the history of British butterflies.

In addition, I'd like to credit the army of individuals that deliver content to the Internet - surely the greatest of resources (so long as you
look in the right place!). Of the many online resources I've consulted, it would be remiss of me were I not to mention and the

. These resources have fulfilled many of my expectations, by making available to me the content of books that I could
never have accessed without spending a significant amount of time (and money) visiting museums and personal collections.

And so - what you find below is a summary, in chronological order, of the first description of each of species on the British list. All
comments and corrections are welcome. And any errors are, of course, mine.

Insectorum sive Minimorum Animalium Theatrum ("The Theatre of Insects") is published (in Latin) under Thomas Moffet's
name (the father of "Little Miss Muffet" and whose surname is spelled in various ways - including Moffet, Moffat, Mouffet
and Muffet), although it had received significant contributions from Conrad Gesner, Thomas Penny and Edward Wotton.
This book describes (but does not name) several British species. These are generally recognised to be Black-veined
White, Brimstone, Clouded Yellow, Comma, Common Blue, Dark Green Fritillary, Green-veined White, Large
Tortoiseshell, Large White, Orange-tip, Painted Lady, Peacock, Red Admiral, Silver-spotted Skipper, Small
Tortoiseshell, Small White, Speckled Wood, Swallowtail and Wall. In addition, Moffet mentions Apollo, Camberwell
Beauty and Scarce Swallowtail, although these are not claimed to be British. It is quite fitting that the Brimstone is one of
the first species to be described since it is generally agreed that the word "Butterfly" is derived from the description of a
"Butter-coloured Fly" that the Brimstone epitomises.
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Pinax rerum Naturalium Britannicarum: continens Vegetabilia, Animalia, et Fossilia, in hac Insula reperta Inchoatus (often
referred to simply as "Pinax"), by Christopher Merrett, is published - also in Latin. This book describes (but, again, does not
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explicitly name) 21 British species, including some for the first time: Dingy Skipper, Gatekeeper, Green Hairstreak,
Marbled White, Meadow Brown, Purple-edged Copper, Ringlet, Small Heath, Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary and
Wood White. The inclusion of the Purple-edged Copper is the most remarkable, leading us to believe that this species was
once found in Britain.
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A Grizzled Skipper is recorded by James Petiver at Hampstead Heath. Petiver was a prolific writer and was
well-connected: "We owe many of the first records of British insects to the broadsheets, pamphlets and other writings
published by Petiver between 1695 and 1717 ... Petiver seems to have acted as the documentary spider at the centre of a
web of correspondence" [Salmon].

William Vernon records a Duke of Burgundy from Cambridgeshire.

1696

Petiver describes several British species for the first time: Grayling, Heath Fritillary, High Brown Fritillary, Pearl-

1658 bordered Fritillary and Silver-washed Fritillary.

A female Bath White is recorded by William Vernon from Gamlingay in Cambridgeshire. Petiver subsequently figures the
specimen in 1717, in his Papilionum Britanniae Icones, alongside a male Bath White taken at Hampstead. Petiver, believing
the male and female to be different species, names them "The slight greenish Half-mourner" and "Vernon's greenish
Half-mourner" respectively.

Male (top) and Female (bottom) Bath White

James Petiver describes Purple Hairstreak and Queen of Spain Fritillary for the first time. Although Petiver described
the Queen of Spain Fritillary from a Latvian specimen (and referred to it as the "Riga Fritillary"), it is believed that the first
British specimens were caught around the same time from Gamlingay, Cambridgeshire, by William Vernon and others.

Petiver describes Brown Hairstreak, White Admiral and White-letter Hairstreak for the first time.

-A'£] Glanville Fritillary is recorded by Lady Eleanor Glanville while visiting Lincolnshire. She sends some specimens to James
Petiver who goes on to illustrate it in his Gazophylacii naturae et artis, naming it the Lincolnshire Fritillary. There were
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several subsequent name changes and, after Lady Glanville's death in 1709, is ultimately renamed in her honour by James
Dutfield in 1748.

Petiver describes Brown Argus, Chalk Hill Blue, Large Skipper, Purple Emperor and Small Skipper for the first time.

Historia Insectorum, by John Ray, is published posthumously five years after the author's death. This book (again, in Latin)
describes 48 species of butterfly that are believed to be British, including the following that are described for the first time:
Holly Blue, Marsh Fritillary, Mazarine Blue, Scarce Swallowtail and Small Copper. However, the author does treat
the Scarce Swallowtail as a mere recollection and this record is, therefore, uncertain. Subsequent sightings of this species
are discussed in detail in [Salmon]. Ray also mentions Camberwell Beauty, but does not claim it as a British species.
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John Ray

James Petiver publishes Papilionum Britanniae Icones in which he describes Albin's Hampstead Eye. This is an
Indo-Australasian species (Junonia villida) and it is thought that Albin (who provided Petiver with this specimen) had
inadvertently misplaced this specimen in his collection, believing he had taken this individual at Hampstead Heath, which
was a popular site for naturalists at the time.

Petiver's Engraving 1853 Illustration of Albin's Junonia villida
specimen by F.O.Morris Photo © David Cook

Maurice Johnson, founder and secretary of the Spalding Gentlemen's Society, presents the society with a Large Copper
taken at Dozen's Bank, West Pinchbeck, near Spalding in Lincolnshire.
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Maurice Johnson

The English Moths and Butterflies: Together with the Plants, Flowers and Fruits whereon they Feed, by Benjamin Wilkes, is
published in which Camberwell Beauty (the "Willow Butterfly") is described as British for the first time.
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Scotch Argus is recorded between 1760 and 1769 (the exact date is unknown) by Dr. John Walker (Professor of Natural

1769 History at Edinburgh University) from the Isle of Bute. Tradition has it that the Scotch Argus was first recorded by Sir
Patrick Walker in 1804 when he first discovered the Arran Brown on the Isle of Arran. However, specimens have come to
light that were taken much earlier, the earliest of which is mentioned here.

Scarce Copper is recorded from the Warrington area (formerly in Lancashire, now Cheshire) by naturalist Johann Reinhold

Forster in his A Catalogue of British Insects. Forster says that the species was in such good numbers that he was able to
give specimens to other collectors.

1770
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Johann Reinhold Forster and his son, Georg, in Tahiti

Moses Harris is most famous for The Aurelian, published in 1766. Although that publication introduced no new species, his
second work, The English Lepidoptera, or, the Aurelian's Pocket Companion, describes Adonis Blue and Pale Clouded
Yellow for the first time, although this pocket companion, unlike its predecessor, is unillustrated. Harris also provides the
first definitive record of Silver-studded Blue although it was almost certainly known to entomologists of an earlier
generation.

1775

A Self-Portrait of Harris A plate from The Aurelian

A collector called Jones takes several specimens of Northern Brown Argus from Arthur's Seat in Edinburgh. The species
is figured 2 years later in Lewin's The Papilios of Great Britain with the name "Brown White Spot".

1793 . ¢
g“ ) SP. LIl BROWN WHITE SPOT.

Anaurus,
This new fpocies of burirdy ww tiien i Scotiaed, wd 8 now in the enllodion of
Me, WiZisen Jooww of Chalioa. The spper G in segeciontsd at fg. 8; 20 the coder
gorts W g, g0

The Papilios of Great Britain, by William Lewin, is published. This book describes the following species for the first time:
Large Blue, Large Heath (known as the "Machester Argus" and with the incorrect specific name hero which applies to the
Scarce Heath of central Europe), Small Blue (with the specific name alsus) and Turquoise Blue (known as the "Glossy
Blue" and with the specific name hyacinthus). It has also been noted that the Large Blue has been accurately added to

A Henry Seymer's personal copy of Harris' The Aurelian which predates Lewin's work by some 20 years [Salmon].
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GREAT

SYSTEMATICALLY ARRANGED, ACCURATELY ENGRAVED,

AND FAINTED FROM NATURE,

THE NATURAL HISTORY OF EACH SPECIES,

Frees » chofe Applicuson 18 the Subie, and Obervasions made in Gffcrest
Cousies of tis Xinglom, w well a5 fom bronding Nombers
freen the Eggg, or Caterpilisr, during the 1t Thiny Yean,
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THE

PAPILIOS

BRITAIN,

witn

SEC. Vii. SP. XLIV.

Pl 3.
Arica,  Lisseas,

“This fpecies of bumerfly & bue razely met with in Englasd. [t is cut oa the
wing the middic of July, on high chalky lasds in dificrens parts of this king-
dom, having beea taken on Dover ofifi, Marlborough dowsa, the hills neas
Bash, aod near Cifden in Buckinghamdhire. The male &y s reprefemind ac
£ 12 the female, at g, 2: and the under Gde, g, 3.

LARGE BLUE.

Large Blue

Large Blue

SPE. XXVIL. MANCHESTER ARGUS.
Hero,  Liveaws.

in Jely. The fiy I have figured from coe in Mr. Francillon's mugrificee ol
leéticn of foreign and Bricih infells. The wpper past is repeckmed at g, £,
a0d the usder parc at £g, 6,

Large Heath

SP. L. SMALL BLUE
Alfar. Linons.
T very foall Veruerty pafed uncciced 2 member of years. T Bight bs quick, and
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fan. The male is fguond 2 g, 3 30d the uader pars 3t 6g. 4-

Small Blue

Small Blue
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SP. XLV. GLOSSY BLUE.
Hysciathus.

Turquoise Blue

Turquoise Blue

A Chequered Skipper is captured at Clapham-Park Wood in Bedfordshire and is presented to the Linnean Society by the
Revd. Dr. Charles Abbott. The specimen is figured the following year (alongside a male Large Skipper) in volume 8 of
Edward Donovan's multi-volume work, Natural History of British Insects a year later with the scientific name Papilio
paniscus. Donovan's publication has a wonderful subtitle: Explaining them in their Several States, with the Periods of their
Transformations, their Food, Oeconomy (sic), etc. Together with the History of Such Minute Insects as require Investigation

under the Microscope.

THE

NATURAL HISTORY

or

BRITISH INSECTS;

EXPLAINING THEM
IN THEIR SEVERAL STATES,

1798 WITH THE PERIODS OF THEIR TRANSFORMATIONS,
THEIR YOOD; OECONOXMY, &:

TOCHTHER WITH THE

HISTORY OF SUCH MINUTE INSECTS
AS AZQUIAY INVESTIGATION BY THE MICROICOPE.
ANE WHOLE ILLUSTRATES BY
COLOURED FIGURES,
DESIGNED AND EXECUTED FROM LIVING SPECIMENS.

——
Br E DONOVAN, FLS
—_—

IN TEN VOLUMES,

vorL 1.

LONDON:
FAATIS BT ATT AND LAW, ¥TL 0NN 1AV
For tar Avruon,
Asd foe F. 30d C. Reviwstow, N 63, St. Pav

Mocgerr.

RN,

Cwvacn Yane,

PLATE CCLIV.

FIG LL
PAPILIO PANISCUS.

GENERIC CHARACTER.

Antennz clebbed at the ends. Wings in geoenl ere® whes at
reft.  Fly by day.

SPECIFIC CHARACTER

SYNONYMS.
Wings entire, divaricated ; dark beown with fulrous fpots,

Husraxea Paxiscus: alis istegerrimis divasicatia : poflicia wtrin.
que fufcis fulvo macelasis.  Fab. Ent. 8. T 3.p. 1.
128, 242

Papiio Broeees.  Wiew. Virz. 160, 6.

Papilio Palemsa, P, Irins 1. App. Nr. 63

# Papilio Sivies,  £fp, pap. 1h, 80, S 5. 6,

P, Panifcus is defcribed by Fadeicius as a native of Germany, ard
has been lately added 10 the 1k of Beitith Papilisce. 1a this country
it feems & very docal fpecies. Ttisdecmed a rare Infedd by Eatomo-
logifts.

Ae FIG.

Haworth reports that he had "heard" of a British specimen of Apollo taken in Scotland. Donovan subsequently includes it in
volume 13 of Natural History of British Insects. Several additional sightings are made in subsequent years and the

consensus is that some of these, especially on the east coast, are of genuine immigrants.

1803
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T™HE
NATURAL HISTORY

BRITISH INSECTS.

PLATE CCCCXXXIIL

PAPILIO APOLLO.

2 PLATE CCCCXXXIHL

Parin1o AroLuo: slis albis sigro macelatis: pafierionibus Sqia
occdlis quatuor, fublus fex bafique rubeis.  Linw,
Fin, Swee, 1038~ It. gotdl, 230.

Parmuo Arowvo. Fabr. Inf. €. 35, n. 417, Haworth, Lep.
Brit. 1. p. 29, A X

“Ihis largo and very beansiful butterfly, is an inlubitat of variony
yauts of Earope, and is found alfo in the roore temperte parts of Sie
besia, We are induced 10 infest 3t among the Brinilh Pupiliones
on the affurance of Mr. Hawoeth, that he was recently infosmed the
fpecies bod been taken in Scotland . It would afford us mech ples-
fure could the particulars of its capture bo fbmitsed 10 owr readers,
but we have boen unsdde to peocuse sy further information oa this
fubjo ; s0d pechamsiog the fait st Jeaft 10 be cornedlly flated, we
could not refeain commencing cur new volase with the reprefeatation
of fuch s interefling object.

APOLLO BUTTIRFLY. Papilio Apollo & the offipring of 2 folitary fuggdh lasvs, or
exterpillar, of 3 back colour, covered with a foft and filky down. Al
OEXERIC CITARICTER, the sings 30 marked o= buth fides with two red fpots, which togesher
ceeftitte 8 longitudinal feries along cach fide. Defdes thele fpots,
Auteunie termisating i 2 club: wings erell whea st re.  Fly by «sery ring or jowt is warked nezrer the middle of the back with threa
sy fezall Yateral doss of blueish, difpated i = fewsitmar wanner, and thus
Sormiog 3 lorgitndieal waved live ‘oo coch fide witkin the two rows
SPECIFIC CHARCTER of ved fpote. The antericr part of the heod is furmifbed with tenta-
— cula, which the animal can sdvance or retra@ at plesfurc; this is fur-
wcated when complesely fpeesd out.  The Pupa is fightly follicstate,
FWONTAS. - fomewbat ovate, ad of 3 bluchls cokeer, .
Wings entire, white fpotted with Msck @ lower caes with foor red
secliated fpots sbove and fix begeath.
. * Mow, Lap, Prode, Prf. 3. 99,
YOL, XM, ‘B Pariuio

Arran Brown is found by Sir Patrick Walker from the Isle of Arran and is described in The British Miscellany: or coloured
figures of new, rare, or little known animal subjects by James Sowerby. While there is no dispute over the records, there
has certainly been dispute over whether the individuals captured were of natural origin, a dispute that has raged to this

day. [Salmon] spends 3 entire pages discussing the topic in detail. Nonetheless, it cannot be denied that the occurrence of
this species in Britain is now part of our folklore.
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AUTHOR OF ENGLIME FENCI AND AAITINE MENERALOST.

Let 0o presaming impiows raller tax
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——
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AVATBARIL
PAPILIO Blandina.

Class 5. Insecta, Order 3, Lapidoptess.

Gex. Cuan. Antenner thicker towards the end,
and generally ending in a knob. /Fings erect
when sitting.

Srec. Cuan. Upper wings dentated, fuscous; with
a rufous stripe, and three eyedike spors.  Lower
wings fuscous beneath, with a grey stripe, and
white mark.

SyN. P. Blandina, Fab, Eat. Syat. i 1. p. 236,
n. 736, not Turt, Linn. v. 3. 108,

P. Ligea. Scop. Carn. x. 436.
P. Ethiops. Esper. t. 25. f. 3. £.63. f. 1.
P. Mcdea. Wien. Schmetterl. 167. n. 7.

s newly discoverod species of Papilio, 35 a native of
Britain, was caught in the Isle of Arran, one of the Western
Islands of Scotland. The specimen from which our drawing
was taken is in the cabinet of our kind frend A, MecLeay,
Esq. Seer. Linn. Soc,

The upper wings have 2 dentated appeazance at the edges,
are faseous on the upper side, with a sort of vrange-coloarsd
irregular stripe, cu which are three black rings, with awbits

A

spot in the middle of each, and a small black spot ; beneath
paler fuscous, with an orange-colourcd stripe and three
black rings, whitc in the middle. Lower wings fuscous
above, with an orange stripe and a black spot; with a light
brown stripe beneath, a black spot, and an irregularly scal-
loped white mark,

Mountain Ringlet is recorded by T.S. Stothard from Ambleside in Cumbria, although this particular sighting was originally
attributed to a sighting in Scotland that has since been corrected.
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Two specimens of Fiery Skipper are caught by W. Raddon from a location near Barnstaple, Devon (around 1820 - the
exact date is not known), shortly after a ship from North America had unloaded its cargo. It is believed that the immature
stages had been transported in the ship, resulting in the butterflies that were seen. The species (figured under the name
Pamphilus bucephalus) is subsequently figured in volume 1 of Illustrations of British entomology, or, A synopsis of
indigenous insects: containing their generic and specific distinctions by James Francis Stephens in 1828.

15p 6 Booepdads. Peare X £ 1, 2 Al suped fascls folvo macalair,
sebtas fuieis farco macwlotiz. (Exp shar. 1 une. 3 lin)

Pam. Ruceplades. i Catal.

Wings abeve beown, spottal with tamuy : anterior with the costa pale tawsy at
the Base, the celear gradeally deepenicg to the apex, which is of a tamay
brown ; mear the centre of the wing is an Irmezular tawny spoc, and towanls
the tip near the costa a gradraze spot of the same hue; between these and the
Binder margin is an oilique scrics of awny spots, coarginate extersarly, the
spets becxaning bongitadinally dongatel ax they appeoach the thinzer odge of
the wisg; the hisder margin is wny-brown: eilis the sime, bt lighter at
the anal sngle of the wing: posterior with two bongiendinal tawny ssreaks,
ane of them reaching 1o the hinder margin, the dise tetween with & series of
eloegaty tawny spotx, and 3 single evior 10 th i
sreak ; the cilia pale tamuy-browe ; & derp notch ca the hinder margin of the
witgg towards the aral angle: benaath the ancerior wings Bave a large dusky
*pet 3t the Base, and 2 row of similarcoloured seborate spots towards the
hinder ssargin, lariest a4 the ansl angle: the posterior wings are pale lutecus-
tawny, gpeckled wich dusky or l ssgie with
2 broad leagitodieal streak of the sarme celour, bordered anteréorly with pale
Gawny; cilis of all the wings as above.

“ Taken i thy hitowrhood of Barmsogde in " W, Raddva, By,
who pancnal two specitaens of the ineee, which be asures me were caporol
by bimself i the above Jocality several years sinee. 1 have therefoee oa bis
testinnony sdmicted the species ; but | canmot avoid senmiving that its erigin
is questisnable, and that the specimens above allelel 1o were achably ive-
pested in ome of their calier stases, xmong the timher e other stores which
r. Rubdon acquaints e esioe direet from the Neeth Americss continent 1o
Barnstaple. 1 amn fzduced to may thus much frem the cireunsance of the
section of the gewas 1o which this inseet bedongs belng witheut any other ex.
ception excdasively found in Amcrica; but it is severtheless possibic that the
«tatern limit of the group inay extend 10 the west of Exsepe ; at all crents it
Is necessary for e 1o motice the commanicazion; and [ have alwo, threugh the
Kindscss of Mz Mablen, given a figare of the fmscct, 38 it appests to be &
neadesceipt, in onler 99 emable oehers to reospzine it, shoall they be formumate
eneugh 1o aacertain any thisg further relative 1 the real origin of the specics ;
bat See ny scetivents respecting the uhnimion of siwilar speches b the
Fauna of any country, 1 3sust refer 10 the observations wbjeined o Deile-
(il Celerio, amsl here express 1ay opinicn that the peescnt insect Is an ime
ported specics snd not an atorkginal native of Neitaln.

Weaver's Fritillary is taken [in the "1820s"] by Mr. Richard Weaver at Sutton Park, near Tamworth, Warwickshire. This
«:2-) record and all that follow have been disputed since this species is not known to migrate and no established colonies have
ever been discovered in the British Isles.

British Entomology, by John Curtis, is published between 1824 and 1839. Volume 6 (published in 1829) describes the
Black Hairstreak as having been recorded by Mr. Seaman the previous year. The location is given as Yorkshire which is
later determined to be incorrect, Seaman wanting to keep the location of his precious find to himself. The correct location
is, in fact, Monks Wood in Cambridgeshire.
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BRITISH ENTOMOLOGY;
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264. Ix distingui Thecla from 1 mast confine
.'irmﬂ'ﬂ-'-"u';im; mdmmhl
THECLA PRUNL reer tho student. t Dr. HorsGclfs valuable remorks and
The Wack Hair-streak el X el XA
m“dleﬂnnun-kr sl B .-11:5-”;

Onoex Lepidoptera.  Faxt, Papilionidee Zat., Leack,
Type of the Genns Pagilio Betade Linv,
Tuicra Fob., Leach, Ssm., Step.—Polycmmnatus Lat—Papilio
lha., Fll.. Hox., IMib, Ock.
oa the erown of the head,

teans imsented close to the
mhnhan ¢Irue|nd-|ly ng to the apex, which i

l;- the antenne, coavaleted, furnished with
mmhIqux @)

LoWal Palpi porrected cbliquely, clotbed with shart scales,

-lgw bencath (4); lmmenlne basal joset short slightly

Mbq"“,- ink,mnmu-ud 3rd not longer thas the

Ilnll.all(]'l&p 3 7 the underside). Ej wvrel patercent,

uvai- £ mm‘“mq"" i

one or wear the exal

’"‘.&{‘dn sexes, vobust aad rather short. Tibim

-&llk apars vevy short, Tari S-joisted, basol joint the l.;un

and dilated, fnlh-uwnry-hﬂln-mnt Oeh sbort,

aned Valvilli minste (5, o fore leg]

, short, thick, -amut-lnhu onds, pliose, with 6

3'“.-“:
rq-.un atleched Ly the tail shich is poiatod, and girted roand the
,.A.A......‘Z.u. h::‘nn-d.‘i

Prvxt Liew. Fous. Suec, p. 253, n. 1071,

Brewnisk black. dM::-u- a:‘iaud m:whu,lhe tips
the
m_m “"t“" m portions ,.mmm,

same, the N‘hdmd'uhlaqunhhuu. Snpevhud

with an obleg spot oear the with 3 or mwore Ju-

scarles spots .eulle--';h.vmhnuull bluish one at

amal angle.  Beneath brows with aa echreous tinge ; supe-

with a bleish silvery tranwwene Ene towards the mar-
several u

?ir;
i

g

i

5E

H
it!
.
{hiH
Hy
Bl
%a

5 mbria scarket,
whﬁmmﬁ-ﬂwm-u&h‘coﬂhﬁlm
a silvery ize, tbe anal one Bluish

it, and 3t the inner -vgmnl mhantﬁw
edged on the upper side with sib

Ju the Asthor's and otiver lduu.

it

b s e i 2 Eﬂ“m

'"'xc fallo'iﬁ lnueg::-y l;;;:atdd as British.

1. T. Betale
Found in Wools the middle of Amﬂ Coombe, Birch,
llllll)alr‘-;ilhllhmllkull Saffalk, Dorset,
2, T. Quercus Linw—. 13, 460.

Fcuddnnﬂdhdluly,lnmm&tmatklug
hszt«z«u‘

3. T, Pruni Line—Curt. Brit. Ent. pl. 26+.

This insect ; mwmllyhﬁunwlhwh i qu
B nsi 2 constan
e o 2t Fot. 1St Howerr, s

« Seaman, in such abundance,

o Mr. mfw first_calling n;y umbn to the lulmmi as
well as X w] pumlmdu e
yieh. The l‘\mgm anil Chrysalis are copicd from
4. 'T. Wealbum Hib. Goda.—Pruni Harc. Steph.

A rare insect until lately. Mr. F. Walker took it st South-
st the ead of June, ou the Amm-, it hias also been
uknmpmfmncm&lmy. hd‘.ldy 1 ance saw

taken near Butw
“i“""ﬁ. Stph—Fal?

mlhcl‘Spm,nudosm mlhhﬂgnmohhu
insect, an than it doos with Mr. &ﬂyhmn deserip-
tions, Mr. | possesses @ specimen
from some of his corrcspandents in town,
6. "1\ Rubi Lixs—Dou, 13, $43.

This pretty insect is found on White thom hedges and
brambles, from the luegwngnf May to the same perid of
Junc, and again the carly part of August.

The Magazine of Natural History, edited by John Claudius Loudon, Edward Charlesworth and John Denson, is published. In
volume 3, J.C.Dale publishes a record of an American Painted Lady (under the scientific name Vanessa huntera) which
was captured by Captain Blomer at Withybush, near Haverfordwest, Pembrokeshire in 1828.
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1837, Glanvilles Wooton, Dorset, Jan. 3. 1530,

Lulworth Skipper is recorded in volume 10 of John Curtis' British Entolomology as having been captured by James Charles
Dale in 1832 in the area around Lulworth Cove in Dorset, the first specimen being caught at Durdle Door to the west.

APt of their pllpn. an accident | bave never observedd in any other
mpdn l:- of the l ralidac. .

the as “F'h con-

M2 mmr sufBiciently

tosay; I can

HESPERIA ACT/EON.
h I :cfon only state that he gave the name of THYMELE to the

The Lulworth Skipper. l ' 4 and "Allﬂll‘lg‘\ to the remainder.
l H Alvcolus Zfgh—Malvue llm;—Clnlul Geda—End

Onpen L Fax, P

- of May, b. June, mendows, commons, woods, &c.
q/llt Gewss, Papitio Comma Lias,
Hsrcuy ol Lat, Ot & Toynele Fab., Ste—, 2.0 ‘!.“.3.“.';..‘:& jm':‘ﬁﬂd-*"‘w_';:;’ :73";8" L
e, & Donavan's
A Inserted on the of the bead close to thy 567.) e Lo be ks 5}
n&f"“ shert and d'nkw ;’:I""ll'mp-lh*\" bk "!‘“— s ML lh‘al:,:}:— ||mga';'°§ln,. June, and middle of
2 hrushes of dair, mt‘muwrﬂrqu chb-m-uk- .lnl,nudon. ltelﬂusbnnh.ul road-sides in
lulu-:lpﬂlnﬂlny and forming an acute book (1 parts of England and Scotlarxl
+ I Ollm Gired. ?—Saidl to have b«nuhnby Dr. Ab-
Masitle he whole and slender
e P el
i lm,y;unﬂll ovnte. Znd very robust shorate ral & dmw Mmcmn. Lot they lllpngmn with the North
with bristly yﬁ;m( 'ﬂﬁ;u . 5 Ill’ kwh&—l)ﬂ.ﬂ.?ﬂl Rare; the caterpillar
Head ‘”“"""""’" Eyes remute, arbicsler (7 and 5%). Tho- E'«l. :pon Cynoswons au{a; (B:l: Ent. pl. 135,
B e e eppcic mere e ke G e it e e
vetef thea the inferise when ol rest, the former nun,u-u the the e 'of. Bia¥ 5 Cali W,
dstier rousded. “Lags alike is Ssth sezes, rotber loag. “Tité, ax- e istor oo, pear
terise shert, the sthers spwrred at the aper, the binder paie Peterborongh; ham Park Wood, Bedfordshire;
spery e e the widdle (54). 'ru..:..,..u Joinied. Claws Whitewood Gemliogay, Cmbrilgeiie, Oxford-
and Palvilli sl shire, and
Larvie elongate. W'ny: G pectoral, § abdominel ead 2 aval frel, G IL1 Ay
&",_- i I, h“ ._‘.::‘ k-/mf thq«A«b, probes; :::j_aﬁﬁ:u 'l .sbc.e. Bc@nmngoﬂnl& mide
R s e oo Ao 6% H. Actxon Esp—Curt. B. E. pl. 442, —Tbe insect at
Actxox Exp., Hib., Ock., Gedo.—Cvrt, Gride, Gen, 780, 6. the top of the plate is the male, the otber ,,m the
m..ﬁ«m&h““.«'&-.mm..l’.‘“.«ﬁ?’ﬂ?#m' feraale ; the male nt rest is represented of the natural
s Demoath, & 5 NsTisithe s, We caanot often hope to record the addition
= : saperior mp":mu W«nﬁu line ea of a Butterfly w0 our l!ml:rcl-‘aum. but this specics
un- dinc, inferice slightly produced ot the anal angle, Under- was discovered at Lulworth Cove in Dorsetshire, last
sile more unifeealy ceange than ‘5""'"" August, by J. C. Dale, Esq. through whose liberality
Fewale a Bethe larper, with u fame-sbaped ceange spet towanls n now ormaments mast of our cabinets: it was found
the e, terminated by a lunular Ene o‘ 1-1 colour, temed ‘Thistbes, and was very local.
m.:";:‘mw .S:ﬁnm-dc":h:h & pess ,':.:",3": % H. S) vnnm I‘nb';;"l)a; l.ﬂ ne:i:d 'lj;;lmnl of May w0
u the spots which shine \hm-gg“" ‘""mp by m‘ & H (.etnml Linwem=Dou, 9. 265, 2 ~July, end of Aug,
Bque portion of the intemal margin yelowish ommrge. clnlkyenmokl&nm Don'l'tD Cambridge-
1n the CoSivets of Mr, Dele, the Authar, &e. shire, Wiltshive, Dover, Sussex, &
Tues lar insccts approach the Sphingidee 9. H. nmplnhusu Iojl &'.'.—'hl(ennarlhrl-
s e "mh of :hc maxilie, aml the m. u‘:t'l Phala: staple IZ. i and a male at Godalming,
nidie in_ their mmo and doubly spurred posterior Surrey, by Blr. Newman.
tibie, The palpi sely clothed with scales and 50 very 10. H. Vizellius Fa&—&ml to have been taken in Dedfond-
tender, that alt h the relative proportions in fig. 4 @ are shire by De. Abbot; nml I believe Mr. Hatchett has
correct, the outline may vary a liwle. It is rasher remarkabile a pair which he
that old specimens when alive have frequently lost one or botl The plant is Salsola Ao'lw (I’hdnl) Glasswort),

A single Great Spangled Fritillary (originally incorrectly identified as an Aphrodite Fritillary) is captured by a 19-year old
amateur entomologist, James Moreton Walhouse, in Ufton Wood near Leamington, Warwickshire. It is believed that the
individual was accidentally transported to Britain in an immature stage. The specimen is ultimately passed to Rev. William
Thomas Bree who reports it in volume 4 of Loudon's The Magazine of Natural History in 1840. A full description of this
record and photos of the actual specimen can be found on the UK Butterflies website.
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A Hermit is reared by A. Lane from a larva found at "Newington" (most likely in Kent) and is subsequently exhibited at a
meeting of the Entomological Society on 7th October 1839. It is believed that the larva was either accidentally imported, or
that the specimen was muddled in the collection. The specimen is figured alongside illustrations of Gatekeeper in British
Butterflies and their Transformations by Henry Noel Humphreys and John Obadiah Westwood in 1841.
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A Niobe Fritillary is captured in Kent (determined from old records and labelled specimens). However, this species is
considered "doubtfully British" since unethical dealers were widespread during this period and would sell continental
specimens as British.

A Long-tailed Blue is captured on 4th August 1859 by Mr. N. McArthur on the downs near Brighton, East Sussex.
110 Amazingly, Captain A. de Latour catches another specimen on exactly the same day at Christchurch, Hampshire (now in
Dorset).

Several specimens of Oberthiir's Grizzled Skipper are taken during May and June by Revd. T.H. Marsh, on the edge of a
wood in Norfolk. It is believed that they were accidentally introduced in plants that had been transported by ship from the
continent. It is subsequently figured in volume 1 of Barrett's The Lepidoptera of the British Islands in 1893 under the
scientific name Syrichthus alveus (and is the "grizzled" skipper shown furthest down the plate).

272 LEPIDOPTERA.

that the Letterfly is foond in August ot Ashford, in Kent,
bot in greatly diminisked bers ; Mr. N, M. Richand
has a record of its capture, in Gne condition, in July 1891 ;

THE nodl the Rev. E. N. Bloafield bas cnoe found it nt Fairlight,

ATE Sussex, in the aatumn,.  With these exceptions, correspon-

el dents who know it well in Keat, Surrey, Sassox, Hants,

,L E 1 I D O P T E R A ~ Dorset—\Wimborne and Wareham—Gloscestershire, Here-
or THE fordskire, Nesthamptonsbive and Huntivgdanshire, agree in

the conclusion that it i, in the woods iu which they find it

abendantly, single-brooded only. Common in Essex and
Seffolk, mare local in Norfolk, and very uscosatreon in the fon
districts of that cosnty, Caxlridgeshire, and Huntingdou-
shire. Tn Devonshire it is found near Scaten, and in one o
two places an Dartmoor ; is cammon in Somerset, and in suit-
able places in Wales and Skropshire, but extremely scaree or
totally absent in large portions of the Midland conptics,
Freqoent in Hertfordshire ; and is stated by Me. A, I, Clarke
to have been formerly plentiful on the kbanks of the West
London Railway where Wormweod Scrubs Station now
stande,  Very local indecd in the north of Englasd but foend

L in several localities in Yorkshire, and at Silverdslo in Lan-
w cashire, In Scotland it has been taken in the Clyde and

BRITISH ISLANDS %

A DESCRIFTIVE ACCOUNT OF THE FAMILIES, GENERA, AND
SPCIES INDIGENOUS TO GREAT BRITAIN AXD
IRELAND, THEIR FREPARATONT STATES,
HABITS, AND LOCALITIES.

Salway districts, and is said to have been found by My, Buxtos

1860 VoL 1 e ¥ e, ot Inveran in Sutherlandshire. There is & single record,
B\ Ly the late Mr. E. Birchall, of the capture of s specimen by
RHOPALOCERA r Miss Nugent in the connty Galway, In the absence of any

L other yeeord in lreland, it is most desimble that this shoald
if possible, be confirmed.  Widely distributed in Europe
ard Northern Asia.

S
K

“Loxvox ! s [S. Alveus, Hah—Expanse 1} inch. Brownish black,
I. REEVE AND cO. ’ . with white spots on the fare wingx; cilin black and white,
Dabusteis W 10 Lomr, Colmial avd Jaaian Gomonmins ’ Larger than the preceding but somewhat similar, with the
& MENKIETTA STREET, COVENT GAKDEN, WA costal margin of fore wings folded namowly back. Dark
3 brown oe blackish brown, with the nervures slightly blscker

Rt 2 eesbvane aed a fsint dusting of greyish hairs over the surfaoe, espe-
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WESPERIDAE. 3

cially towsnls the base. Fore wings with an irmgular,
incomplete, transverse row of suall white wedge-shaped spots
nearly ncross the middle, followed by two more rows, the first
consdsting of two or three slightly larger, mther squared,
white spots, the second of four or Gvo similar bat smaller,
angular or wedge-shaped, lying ncross the apical space. There
is al=o a row of indistinct pale dashes near, and parallel with,
the hind mangin.  Hind wings withont white spots, but with
two pamllel tmnsverse rows of indistinetly pale dashes of
indications of the white spots beneath,  Cilia of all the wings
broadly white, broken into squares by blackish dsahes, Sexes
similar. Under sido of the fore wings of the male with the
costn and apienl margin white, the former with five dark
oblique dashes beyond the middle ; remainder grey-brown,
with clear white spots os on the opper side, but wuch larger
and moro squared. TTind wings ochreous grey, with threo
broken rows of white spots, thase of the first and sccond rows
large and squared, those of the thind small and irregular.
Cilin of nll the wings very broodly white with blackish dashes
as above, Fomale with the hind wings yellower, the spots
of the fare wings elongnted into streaks or crescents, and the
dashes of the cilia yellowish brown,

Severn] specimens were captured in n narrow valley at the
edgo of a woed in Norfolk by the Rev. T, H, Marsh, at the
end of May or beginning of June, in one season only, in
or abont the year 1860, These were placed in his collection
as 8 aleeodus, which, thengh of larger size, they suficiently
resemble, and of whick be had no other spocimens.  Hero I
found them when looking throagh the collection about thres
years ago, and ultimately sscertained to what species they
beloaged, though with considerable difficulty, owing to their
differing slightly froem all the recognised species in this very
close and difficalt group, and apparently fornming a link
between S, alvews and S, sermiwle. This is probably to bo
explained, satisfactorily, by the fact that some authors con-
sider . sernrfuler to be simply a variety of the otber.

274 LEPIDOPTERA.

About the actunl copture of these specimens o the place
stated thero is no shodow of a doubt. Mr. Marsh distinetly
remembens taking them when looking for Macraplosat bowhy-
difrwis, which was flying at flowers of Paticwlaris syleation ;
bat, although frequently working tho district in subseqoent
years, he never saw the species again ; and a streovous effort
in the present year (1892), to re-discover it, has only resulted
in convincing him, as well as myself, of its total abeenco at
the present time,  Under thse circomstances it seens un-
desirable now to introdece the species to a place in the
British list, bt mtber to record the capteres in qaestion as
specimens accidentally introdwoed with plants, or else the
result of a very exceptional act of wigraticn. Ome other
specimaen, apparcntly of the samo spocies, and said to bave
been captured in Yorkshire, was exhibited by Mr. J. T.
Carrington, st a mecting of the South London Entomelogical
and Nataral Histary Society, in Janvary 1500, under the
name of Syrichthas Costhosi.

[ Acconding t
and the imsect i its nuiserons varieties (in which b
wrotule, Robar, fritilius. b, and arcws, Freye
in all yarts of Esrope exoept the north-west, as well as in
Northern and Western Asin and North Africa, from May
to August, frequenting glades of woods anid sunny slopes,
amd being moro pleatifel in the snountain districts thas in
the plains.]

Gevus 2. HESPERIA.

Antennw with o long clob which, in somo of the species, is
furnished with o terminal book. Thorax very robmst. Fare
wings with the hind margins ronaded, or even in some species
with the corve altered by o very slight approach 10 angulation
below the apex.  Hind wings cmangivate or indented bofore
the anal sngle.  Males with a central oblique black streak of
ruised seales on the fore wings.

F

A Spotted Fritillary is recorded in June by William Lennon near Dumfries, south-west Scotland and is believed to be an
accidental introduction.

A Cleopatra is recorded from Ventnor, Isle of Wight. This particular specimen is housed in the British Museum of Natural
History (BMNH). This species is not considered to be migratory and its presence has been attributed to passage by ship.

A pair of Short-tailed Blue is caught near Frome in Somerset, although these records only come to light some years later.
Up until that time, the earliest record was considered to be that of the Rev. Octavius Pickard-Cambridge on Bloxworth
Heath, Dorset in 1885, as described in The Entomologist, and from where this species received its alternative vernacular
name of the "Bloxworth Blue".

A single Berger's Clouded Yellow is caught in Folkestone. However, this sighting in Britain was only discovered after
1945 when this species was separated from the Pale Clouded Yellow.

A Monarch is recorded by Mr. J. Stafford, a 14 year-old, at Neath in South Wales. Other individuals were captured in
Sussex and Dorset shortly afterward.

A Spanish Festoon is recorded in Brighton, Sussex. It is believed to have been accidentally imported as a pupa since this
species is not migratory.

A single specimen of Southern Festoon is caught by two boys on 27th May near Exeter, Devon. It is believed that is was
originally purchased as a pupa from a natural history dealer since this species was available at the time.

A single specimen of Purple-shot Copper is captured in July by a schoolboy, F.G. Johnson, near Sudbury in Suffolk. It is
thought that the specimen was transported as an immature stage in plants from the continent.

Two specimens of Dappled White, along with a female Bath White, are caught by C.E. Prince, a schoolboy, in August on
the Castle Heights, Dover. These specimens are considered to be "doubtfully genuine" and may have been accidentally
imported with animal foodstuff or seeds.

A single specimen of Small Apollo is recorded on 1st September by E.W.S. Swabe, a pupil at Marlborough College, in the
mountains above the Penrhyn slate quarries, about 7 miles from Bangor in Caernarvonshire, Wales. It is believed that this
was either a deliberate release of a captive-bred individual, or the result of an immature stage that had been imported in
alpine plants (the primary foodplant being Yellow Saxifrage, Saxifraga aizoides), which are grown in rock gardens.

A Sooty Copper is recorded by C.A. Latter in August at Lee, near Ilfracombe, Devon. This species is not considered
migratory and its appearance on the north Devon coast is therefore suspect.

Records of Essex Skipper, captured in 1888, are noted by Mr. Hawes in The Entomologist. The records are subsequently
found to originate from St. Osyth in Essex.
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LINEOLA, AN ADDITION TO
TUE LIST OF BRITISH BUTTERFLIES.
Br F. W. Hawres

Tux specimens,—thres in namber, all males,—{rom which
the accompax, J nﬁ deseription is made, wero taken by ma durin
the month of Js 1883, xn eno of the castern counties,

of Kurope,’ * on which {he s(ﬂlll tq\lm is ﬂgn l waR llml
with the great resemblance of cns ton ies repre-
sented at Plate 81, fig. 10. A nm!xc to the

. 351 of that work suggested the prodability of the so-called
wrietics being in mhly i hmla the three main polnts ol’
distinetion botween H. lincola ned I, thaumas appearing
strougly markod contenst when the specimens undnreomldmhm
wero compared with nndonbud‘:{):mh cxamples of 17, thawmas.,
In the coyne of the week wing my suj dlworvry

Bothmal Green Musoum, when, whatever doubts I may have
had, '? at anes dupll«l, m{‘u’unmw- being omtly similar

although two of throe aro kurger, and one is distinetly fner
than the examples kabelled * tineols, France,” in that oollielmn.

1M Nasels. 2. 7. s

To procced to n comparison between Ilesperia thanmas and
H. lineola for the pnrpol::: of distinetion, it will be noticed,
fram tho figures givon of one anterior wing of each of the male
battorflies, that the black bar on the fore wings in Fi. thaumas is
decidod, eontinved, and bent slightly dmvnnnlu at about the
centro. In M. lincols the Yar ix narrow, broken, nnd bas wo
curve, is frequent] ’y very indistinet, and al eomndarlNy
1

shorter Lan in thanmar.  Again, in 7. theumas the bar
springs from & point at aboat vue-thind of the of tho
inner margin, reckoning from the thorax; in I7. ki the bar

:%‘n almost {0 run into the base of the wing at its juncture
the thorax. These are characteristics of the malo inscots
only, and the retsaining points of diffcrence apply (1 ually to both
eexes,  Perhaps the most positive and unfailing distinetion in
Both malo and fomsale 2. lineola is €0 bo found in the coloration
on the under side of the antennx.  In 2L, thawmas this tint is of
# faind b, mever dark; whereas in I, lincola tho under side of
the tiys is of & decided binck. A third point of difference is the
alsence, in 7. lincoln, of the fulveas putch on the inner margin
of the under side of the hind wings, the inseet in this respost
bearing a considerabdo Likencss to J, acteon. These three,
then, are what may be called the distinguishi l‘ntnm ol
. lineola, when compared with 77, thawwas ; but there
other minor and s pereeptible differvnces, i e., 2. lineods hll
o dullor and more suffused appearance, uyecnnll,v a4 the hind
manging, more decided uounlwn of the bind wings, aud oa the
under side & groemish hoe; whercas J7. thawwas lns a rich
glistening colowr, is wsually clear at the hind margin, and bas a
mv{ pL-mnneo on the nnder side. The lwo species approach
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A Cardinal is recorded by A.W. Bennett near Tintagel in north Cornwall. This and subsequent sightings, especially those on
the south coast, are considered to be the result of genuine immigration, given that this species has a powerful flight.

Map is deliberately introduced into the Forest of Dean, Monmouthshire and Symond's Yat, Herefordshire. However, a
genuine reason for this species being on the British list is the sighting of a single individual by D. Down at Friday Street,
near Dorking, when it was disturbed among bilberry. A large immigration of other species, such as Red Admiral, was
underway at the time.

A specimen of Almond-eyed Ringlet is captured by King from the mountains east of the Bridge of Orchy, Argyll. The
precise date of captured is unknown - King collected from 1880 to 1914.

3 specimens of Slate Flash are recorded on 22nd August by J.W. Cardew in Savernake Forest, Wiltshire. These specimens,
originally misidentified as Long-tailed Blue, are believed to have been the offspring of a female accidentally transported
from India.

A male and female Mallow Skipper are recorded in June by Baron J.A. Bouck in Surrey, flying in the vicinity of the larval
foodplant, Common Mallow. It is generally believed that they were accidentally introduced since this species is not
migratory.

A Moorland Clouded Yellow is recorded in July near Lewes, Sussex, flying with Clouded Yellow. Although this species is
not particularly migratory, it is believed that individuals may get caught up in a stream of other immigrants. Another theory
is that individuals are accidentally imported as pupae, on alpine plants, from the continent.

A Large Wall is recorded at Shrewsbury, Shropshire. It is believed that this individual is the result of accidental
introduction.

A Tiger Swallowtail is recorded in late September (or early October) by a schoolboy at Bray, County Wicklow, Ireland. It
is believed to have been accidentally imported from North America.

A Zebra butterfly emerges in December from a bunch of bananas at Eastbourne. This is a species from central and
northern South America and is clearly an accidental introduction.

A Small Brown Shoemaker is recorded on 17th October by R.L.E. Ford in Covent Garden market, London. It is believed
to have been accidentally introduced in imported produce.

A single male Green-underside Blue is recorded in September by C. Down at Torquay, Devon. Although this species could
conceivably have been carried across the Channel by the wind, its normal flight period is from May to June and so this
record is suspect.

A Julia is captured by H. Moore in a fruit shop in Rotherhithe, east London. It is believed to have been imported as a pupa
in a bunch of bananas originating from Jamaica.

A single male Lang's Short-tailed Blue is recorded by M.A.C. Lyell on 13th June on the edge of an uncut clover field at
Bloxworth Heath, Dorset. This species is known to migrate and this specimen is believed to have arrived with a general
influx of immigrants on the south coast of England.
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A single male Woodland Grayling is recorded at Oxted, Surrey. This is a central and southern European butterfly and is
believed to have been accidentally introduced, possibly as an immature stage.

Large Chequered Skipper is discovered independently in three locations in Jersey. It is believed that larvae were
accidentally introduced in hay that was imported from France during the Second World War while under German occupation
(1940-1945). There was a petrol shortage on the island, and this led to an increased use of horses.

A single Blue Pansy is recorded by D. Thomson in Clarence Lane, Roehampton, Surrey. This is an Asian and African
species and is believed to have been accidentally introduced in goods transported to the British Isles.

A single female Scarce Tortoiseshell is recorded on 2nd July by Miss C.A. McDermott at Shipbourne, near Sevenoaks in
Kent. Resident in central and eastern Europe, this migrant species has also been sighted in Finland, Denmark, Germany
and Sweden. It is believed that the individual seen in Kent could feasibly have occurred as a natural migrant, rather than
an accidental introduction.

A single Indian Red Admiral is recorded in early September by K. Turner in his garden at Kites Hardwick, near
Dunchurch, Warwickshire. The nearest locality for this species is north-west India, and so this sighting is considered to be
an individual that was accidentally imported or an escapee from captivity.

A single male False Grayling is recorded by A.J. Hedger in August on heathland near Ash Vale, Surrey. This may have
been a genuine immigrant, or the result of accidental introduction as an immature stage.

A Geranium Bronze is seen flying around Geraniums in a garden on 21st September in Kingston, Lewes, East Sussex, by
John Holloway. Immature stages were subsequently found that gave rise to another generation. It is believed that this
butterfly was accidentally imported as immature stages in Geranium plants. A full description of these records can be found
on the

Réal's Wood White was first separated from the Wood White in 1988. It was subsequently determined that both species
occurred throughout much of Europe and, in 2001, Réal's Wood White was deemed to be widespread across Ireland. In

2011, however, there was another twist in the tale, when Réal's Wood White was itself split - resulting in a new species,
the Cryptic Wood White. It subsequently turned out that the species found in Ireland is not Réal's Wood White at all, but
the newly-discovered Cryptic Wood White.
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